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followed before the company gave its very first

performance, The Nutcracker, to favorable
reviews in 2006.

Still, it seemed some local dance fans remained

y of the new company, which had adopted the

same moniker as so many other upstarts that
showed promise, but quickly fizzled out. But LAB’s
high-quality dancers and consistent, stellar pro-
gramming over the past five years—geared to both
the balletneophyte and the connoisseur—has erad-
icated much of the doubt.

LAB has had its share of turnover among its
dancers since its inception, which is to be expected
in a young company, but currently boasts around
30 dancers who work an annual 24- to 28-week sea-
son. “Th

watch,” s

r are young, beautiful, and exciting to
a proud Neary, adding that many are
fresh from America’s best ballet schools.
The company tours the greater LA area each

season, performing at Glendale’s Alex Theatre

Performing Arts & Entertainment Center, Royce
Hall at T A Live, the Redondo Beach
Performing Arts Center, The Broad S :

ge indanta
Monica, and—new this season—the Richard &
Karen Carpenter Performing Arts Center in Long
Beach and the Valley Performing Arts Center in
Northridge. “It’simportant we establish [ourselves
in] LA first, before we tour anywhere else,” s
Christensen. The Nuicracker, this season’s festive
opening ballet, is “very important to present
around the holidays,” says Neary. “Kids love it; the
dancers love it, and so do we.”

Next up on the Ballet’s schedule is Swan Lake,
which Christensen calls “fabulous, because it has
glorious music. Whether you like hip-hop or classi-
cal, there is no way you will not be moved by what’s
going on.”

Finally, the company will reprise its provocative
NextWaveLA features world-

series, which

The Redondo Beach
Performing Arts
Center welcomes
LAB's The Nutcracker
this month.

The Los Angeles
Ballet's artistic
directors and
cofounders, Colleen
Neary and Thordal
Christensen.

“It’s important we
establish [ourselves in]
LA before we tour.”
—THORDAL CHRISTENSEN

premiere works created by local choreographers
specifically for dancers in LAB. This time around,
the guest choreographers are scheduled to be
Sonya all, and Stacey
s known for their

ayeh, Josie Walsh
Tookey—all contemporary arti
contributions to the 1"{?.alit)‘ competition s
You Think You
see themdoon TV

“The choreograph
ifferent than what t
do for the company,” says Christensen. “With u
they are working with classically trained dance
The choice to feature choreographers outside of
the classical dance arena is indicative of the cou-
ple’s dedication to cultivating the ne
ofballet enthusiastsin LA. “We’re a

,, but the creation of new wor

t generation

sical-based
compa
important to us,” says Christensen. “We have to be

a [melting] pot for the performing arts here. We're

trying to bring together choreographers, compos-
ers, and dancers. It’s good for us, good for the
company, and good for LA.”

The Nutcracker is performed at the Alex Theatre
Dee. 3-4; Rayce Hall, Dec. 17-18; and Redondo Beach
s Center, Dec. 22-24. For tickels and
lesballet.org. LAC

ming
information, visit losa




